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MANUFACTURING

Nothing better illustrates the capacity of the Swiss people than the
fact that they have made their nation more highly industrialized than
any other in the world, despite its landlocked position and its lack of
raw material. Some 44 per cent of the working population are engaged
in manufacturing, and they produce articles which are exported to
every corner of the world. The only industrial assets which the nation
has are its able population and its abundant water power. Excellent
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use has been made of both of these. The former turns out articles
which have a world-wide reputation for their excellence, while the
latter provides an abundance of cheap and efficient power.

The factory system is a comparatively recent development in
Switzerland. Prior to the World War, the country depended largely
upon household industries. Wood carving, embroidery and the manu-
facture of clocks, watches and jewelry were carried on in the homes.
Factories found it difficult to compete with the large-scale industries
of countries better endowed with fuels and raw materials. However,
conditions during the war assisted the country to utilize its skilled
labor in the production of quality goods. As a consequence, the factory